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MINNESOTA TRAPSHOOTING ASSOCIATION
2013 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE

ED BROPHY
Ed Brophy was first introduced to 
trapshooting in 1968, when he 
attended the Minnesota State Shoot 
with a neighbor. As an industrial arts 
major at State Cloud State University 
and a leather enthusiast with a keen 
eye for business, Ed saw a way for 
his talents in leather to be applied to 
products for trapshooters.  He created 
a custom shell bag with a pocket on 
the front, the first of  its kind. That 
same fall, Ed set up his first display  at 
the Steer & Calf  Shoot--a folding card 
table!--and received his first order, 
followed by  a 50 bag trophy  order for 
the Sioux Indian Shoot.  Shamrock 
Leathers was born!  
 After graduation in 1970, Ed started 
work  as a high school industrial 
arts teacher and ran Shamrock 
Leathers at night and on the 
weekends, traveling to clubs and 
state shoots,  as well as the Grand 
American. By  1976 he was making 
triple his teacher’s  salary  with 
Shamrock Leathers and, in 1977, 
Ed and his wife Carol both quit their 
teaching jobs to work on their company  full-time.  With a dramatic increase in the price 
of  silver during the late 70’s, Ed seized the opportunity  and suggested replacing 
traditional silver trophies with his personalized and logo-ed quality  products. Today, 
every trapshooter across the country strives to win, not buy, a Shamrock Leathers bag! 

With increased success and notoriety  over the years, Ed and his family  have donated  
time, products and funds to support trapshooting, especially  youth programs. In 1996 
Neil Winston, who had been appointed the ATA Youth Director for the Hall of  Fame, 
asked Ed to help him create guidelines for the ATA youth program. As Neil states, “Ed 
helped sign youth up, had the major job of  figuring out the winners, and would haunt 
the central building to get the score sheets! He got the trophies to the kids properly, got 
the pictures taken--all the mechanics of  it  working were done by  Ed.  He did that for 15 
years,  from 1987 to 2002. He made the youth program what it is today.” Another 
example includes Shamrock Leathers’ annual donation to each state, through the ATA 
Hall of  Fame Youth Program, of  a shooting bag for a youth shooter.  The Minnesota 
Trapshooting Association has been, for many  years, on the receiving end of  many 
donations for live and silent auctions, with all proceeds benefiting youth shooting.  

Last year Ed, his family, and Shamrock Leathers celebrated 45 years of  providing 
quality leather products and support to the trapshooting community.  Congratulations! 

Written by Bryan Brophy & Sally Stevens
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MINNESOTA TRAPSHOOTING ASSOCIATION
2013 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE

GLEN LONNEMAN

Glen Lonneman is a ‘trapshooter’s 
trapshooter!’ His low-key  nature belies 
his intensity  as a fierce competitor, 
successful businessman & cabinet 
maker, and avid volunteer. In all areas 
of  his life,  Glen is the kind of  person 
who targets any  goal and just, “gets the 
work done because somebody has to”!

An avid hunter and trapshooter, Glen 
began shooting as a youngster on his 
family  farm near Wilmont, Minnesota.  
Like many  shooters, Glen’s first 
experiences with shooting began with 
his brother Gary  teaching him how to 
use a BB gun, followed by  his dad 
introducing him a .22. While Glen shot 
some league trap as a young man, 
shooting was put aside to focus on 
building a career in cabinet making, 
which he says, like trapshooting, he 
also learned by trial and error! 

By  1999 Glen started shooting league at 
the Worthington Gun Club and, by  2001, 
was running the club as President.  
While he joined the ATA in the fall of 
2000, Glen’s first ATA targets were not shot until he visited Florida’s Silver Dollar in December. In 
a short thirteen years he has attained more than 64,000 Singles, 58,000 Handicap and 44,000 
Doubles ATA registered targets.  In fact, Glen managed his first 25,000 Singles in under five 
years and made the 27 yard line between his first and second year of ATA shooting.

When asked what the highlights of  his shooting career have been, Glen stated winning the 
Minnesota State Singles Championship in 2006 was a really  big deal for him. He was in a 
shoot-off  with one competitor who happened to start on his favorite post--post 4.  Glen recalls 
that they  both hit every  target and immediately  after hitting his 25th bird, put his gun down to 
prepare to go get more shells  when he heard, “LOSS!”.  The other shooter missed the 25th 
bird to make Glen the Champion, a fact that he never forgets to bring up whenever they  meet. 
Glen also earned the 2011 Minnesota State Shoot High All Around honors with a 391x400.

Glen has served the Minnesota Trapshooting Association for many  years, first as a 
Southern Zone Director and the last three years as MTA President.   Regardless of  the 
office he holds, Glen has always dug in to complete any  task at hand and has 
generously  donated time, his carpentry  skills,  and funds when needed.    The beautiful 
custom-made cabinets the MTA now uses for classification & squadding were created 
and donated by  Glen.  The AIM perpetual trophies in the trophy  case, as well as 
pheasants hunts for the youth auction, are just  two more examples of  his commitment 
to the sport.

Written by Sally Stevens with Glen Lonneman
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MINNESOTA TRAPSHOOTING ASSOCIATION
2013 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

SUMNER & SOPHRONA JOHNSTON

Sumner S. Johnston, 
aka S.S.Johnston, 
was known as the 
F a t h e r o f 
T r a p s h o o t i n g i n 
Minnesota in the late 
1 8 8 0 ’ s . H e w a s 
i n s t r u m e n t a l i n 
o r g a n i z i n g 
trapshooting events 
and managing gun 
clubs well into the 
20th cen tu ry. He 
competed against 
many  of  the top 
shooters in his day 
and was known from 
coast to coast as an 
outdoor sportsman. 
He was one of  the 
originators of  the Minnesota State Trapshooting Diamond Badge which was started in 
the year 1884 at the Minneapolis Gun Club,  of  which he was President at the time. 
Sumner was a crack shot,  both at  clay  targets and live pigeons, and defeated some of 
the greatest  stars of  that  era. When it came to histories and records of  live pigeon 
shoots and trapshooters of  the past and present, Mr. Johnston knew them either 
personally  or by  reputation. Mr. Johnston had personally  decorated the Diamond 
Badge winner for over 50 years at the annual State Shoot. The last winner he pinned 
the badge on was Forest Saunders in 1937. Sumner was also involved in organizing 
and developing the formal Constitution and By-Laws for the original Indian 
Tournaments and held the position of  High Chief. Sumner died November 1, 1937 from 
injuries received when struck by  a car while placing a red light to warn other drivers of 
a stranded vehicle.

Mrs. Sumner Johnston, Sophrona, was a great shooter in her day  also. At the urging 
of  her husband, Sophrona picked up a shotgun in about 1895 and began her 
remarkable career. Sophrona, known throughout the trapshooting community  as Mrs. 
S.S.Johnston, eventually  became one of  the most famous lady  live bird trapshooters in 
the world.  She was quite proud of  her record breaking 97 out of  100 at the traps. By 
1900, she was featured with Annie Oakley  in a story  published in the New York Journal 
on the Grand American Shoot in Long Island.  Sophrona and Annie were at many 
shoots, the only  women competing. Her victory  at a 1901 International Competition in 
Winnipeg, Canada,  consisting of  forty  of  the best trapshooters in North America, was 
perhaps her greatest accomplishment. Her perfect score in Winnipeg enabled her to 
capture the International Crown for both men and women. In the book, Trapshooting---
The Patriotic Sport, Sophrona is  mentioned as an enthusiastic lover of  the sport and 
makes very  creditable scores. Sophrona is also credited with winning 16 consecutive 
state championships in the Ladies Division. Sophrona died in 1942 at the age of 86.

Researched and written by Jim Walkowiak with Nancy Ferrell Geng
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MINNESOTA TRAPSHOOTING ASSOCIATION
2013 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

SUMNER & SOPHRONA JOHNSTON (con’t)

HALL OF FAME CRITERIA
The Minnesota Trapshooting Hall of Fame honors shooters whose 
accomplishments bring credit to our sport.  Men and women of exceptional 
diligence and sportsmanship are inducted; integrity and character are the 
first requirements for consideration.

Shooting members must also meet the following criteria:
• Ten years of registered trapshooting in Minnesota and 25,000 singles targets
•  3 State Championship Titles (Singles, HOA, etc) or 10 years on a State Team

Supporting members must also meet the following criteria:
• Ten years of work supporting shooting in the State....as an MTA Officer, 

Delegate, Gun Club owner, operator, worker, etc. Involvement in special 
programs, from youth training to press relations, will be considered.

Trapshooting in Minnesota encompasses great individuality and diversity.  The 
Officers, therefore, may modify the letter but not the spirit of the above criteria to 
accommodate special circumstances.

To submit a candidate for either category you must complete the online form 
available at www.minnesotatrap.com.   For more information please contact 
HOF Committee of Minnesota’s ATA Delegate and Alternate Delegates.

Events
Junior Badge, Minneapolis Gun Club (x6)
Amateur Badge, Minneapolis Gun Club (x11)
Schlitz Diamond Badge, Minneapolis Gun Club (x4)
Highest Ladies' Ave., Wadena Sportsmen Assn
   Tournament
First Prize, Sauk Centre Tournament
Val Blatz Diamond Badge, Minneapolis Gun Club (x2)
Medal, Minneapolis Gun Club
Best average (91 out of 100 targets), Minneapolis   
   Gun Club
Cohen Cup, Class A Medal, Minneapolis Gun Club
Rentz Brothers Cup, Minneapolis Gun Club
Hunter Trophy, Schlitz Medal, Minneapolis Gun Club
International Crown perfect score (men & women),
   Winnipeg, Canada
1917 Minnesota Women's Champion
16 consecutive Minnesota State Championships

Newspaper Articles and Clippings
Sporting Life, 8/12/99
8/10/99 newspaper clip*
Sporting Life, 9/1/00
Sporting Life, 8/11/00
Sporting Life, 6/1/01
Sporting Life, 7/25/03
Minneapolis Tribune 8/20/05
Minneapolis Journal, 8/28/05
Sporting Life, 9/2/05
Sporting Life, 7/28/06
Sporting Life, 8/13/07
Minneapolis Star, 10/13/42
Minnetonka Memo, December 2011
Arms and the Man, 12/29/17
The World Almanac & Book of Facts (Newspaper 
Enterprise Association 1918)

*Newspaper clipping scrapbook, likely compiled by 
Sophrona C. Johnston, original in the Minneapolis 
Gun Club file, Special Collections, Minneapolis Central 
Library, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Sophrona C. Johnston Shooting Awards, Articles & Clippings (partial)
1894 -1917
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Ron Noren was born on June 20th, 1956 in New 
Ulm, Minnesota. He was raised in rural Saint 
James by his caring parents, Harold and Viola 
Noren. Ron had two older brothers: Jerry and 
Dwayne. He attended grade school in La Salle, 
high school in St. James, and vocational school in 
Mankato. He has worked in the feed and livestock industry for the last  36 years. Along the way, 
he made many friends who remained close to him up to his passing. On November 22nd, 
1980, Ron married the love of his life, Angela Larson. Together,  they raised three children: 
Jamie, Krista, and Steven. He treasured watching them grow up and teaching them valuable 
life lessons along the way.

Ron encouraged his children to love trapshooting, and together they have won trophies and 
prizes at the state level. To his granddaughters, Lilly and Mya, he was known as “Grandpa 
Buzzy Bee”. He cherished his time with them and made his love for them known to everyone in 
his life.  Ron’s passions were family, friends,  trapshooting, and shooting pool. He was proud to 
dedicate a great portion of his life being the ATA  Delegate for the Minnesota Trapshooting 
Association (MTA) and the manager of the St. James Gun Club  for the Watonwan Game and 
Fish.One of his greatest life accomplishments was being inducted into the MTA’s Hall of Fame 
in 2008.  

Ron was proud of  his  and his family’s trapshooting achievements. However,  he was even 
more passionate about spending quality time with his fellow trapshooting buddies, teaching 
newcomers how to shoot, and helping preserve the future of the sport that he loved.His 
presence in the trapshooting world will be felt forever. Many organizations, people and families 
have been touched by the life of Ron Noren. He will never be forgotten and his passion for 
commitment and excellence will forever be an inspiration to all.

He is survived by his wife Angie Noren of St. James, children; Jamie (Buddy) Seiner of  Pierre, 
SD, Krista (Ryan) Gellert of Sioux Falls,  Steven Noren of Ames, IA,  grandchildren; Lillian and 
Mya Seiner, parents; Harold and Viola Noren of St. James, brothers; Jerry (Lynette) Noren of 
St.  James, Dwayne (Cathy) Noren of Plymouth, father-in-law and mother-in-law; Orval and 
Joyce Larson of St. James, brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law; Mike (Diane Larson of Nisswa, 
and Bruce (Pattie) Larson of Fairmont. He is preceded in death by his grandparents.

The Ron Noren Memorial Foundation has been established as a way for his family to continue 
giving to the organizations he valued.  Donations to the Ron Noren Memorial Foundation may 
be forwarded to the South Dakota Community Foundation, PO Box 296, Pierre, SD  57501 
(1-800-888-1842).

Ron Noren, ATA Delegate
1956-2013

In February 2013, Minnesota’s ATA Delegate 
Ron Noren suffered a massive stroke and 
passed away. The shooting community was 
stunned and deeply saddened by his loss.  

The following obituary touches on the impact 
Ron made during his years of trapshooting 
service.  He will be sorely missed.
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MINNESOTA STATE TEAMS
BASED ON 2012 PERFORMANCE

Men’s Captain:  Eric Munson Veteran’s Captain:  Dean Walker
1st Team 2nd Team
Dean Neumann Mark Stevens
Troy Haverly Frank Redfield
Walter Shelstad Tim Mackey
Pat Laib Ron Noren
Glenn Linden Mike Michaelis
Scott Messenger Tom Petty
Nick Kubasch Tom Townsend
Bob Petty Randy Jones
Peter Walker Shawn King
George Pappas Paul Cyr

Women’s Captain:  Sally Stevens

1st Team 2nd Team
Orvin Underdahl Byron Churchill
Burton Fosse, Jr Peter Falk lll
Dennis Steinhaus Bob Scribner
Dennis Swearingen Stan Durda
John Nelson Larry Niess

Senior Veteran’s Captain:  LA Overby
1st Team 2nd Team
David Trushenski Neil Winston
Lou Kosiba David Friesen
Thomas Sletta Carl Bendeich
Frandell Johnson Ronnie Deckard
Kenneth Koester Loren Hentges1st Team 2nd Team

Julie Wiens Kathleen Shane
Betty Walker Sue Gillard
Monique Morton Nancy Rawerts 
Jennie Stone
Cindy Townsend

1st Team 2nd Team
Brittany Vajdl Kyle Hanson
Ben Dietz Max Bunning
Lane Berning
Bradley Jacobs
Tyler Veches

1st Team 2nd Team
Zachary Warweg Thomas Mavencamp
Mariah Michaelis
Colton Langer
Andy Rentschler
Jona Friesen

Scott Gens Men’s 1st Team
Eric Munson Men’s 2nd Team
Dean Neumann Men’s 2nd Team
Mariah Michaelis Lady I 2nd Team
Zachary Warweg Junior 2nd Team
Emma Olson Sub-Jr 2nd Team
Tyler Veches Sub-Jr 2nd Team
Mark Zauhar Sub-Vet 1st Team
Bill 
VanNieuwenhuyzen

Sub-Vet 1st Team

Dean Walker Veterans 2nd Team
Neil Winston SR Veteran’s 2nd Team
Rick Nelson Chair Shooter Team

MINNESOTA 2013
ALL AMERICANS

Junior’s Captain:  Nik Fetzik

Sub-Junior’s Captain:  Emma Olson

MINNESOTA STATE TEAM & ALL AMERICAN 
REQUIREMENTS 

Requirements for 2013 MTA State Teams & the ATA’s All American 
Teams are listed in detail on the following official websites:

www.minnesotatrap.com
www.shootata.com

Many of America’s best trapshooters proudly call Minnesota home.
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MINNESOTA TRAPSHOOTING HALL OF FAME



9

MINNESOTA TRAPSHOOTING HALL OF FAME (continued)

Type to enter text
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HALL OF FAME CRITERIA
The Minnesota Trapshooting Hall of Fame honors shooters whose 
accomplishments bring credit to our sport.  Men and women of exceptional 
diligence and sportsmanship are inducted; integrity and character are the 
first requirements for consideration.

Shooting members must also meet the following criteria:
• Ten years of registered trapshooting in Minnesota and 25,000 singles targets
•  3 State Championship Titles (Singles, HOA, etc) or 10 years on a State Team

Supporting members must also meet the following criteria:
• Ten years of work supporting shooting in the State....as an MTA Officer, 

Delegate, Gun Club owner, operator, worker, etc. Involvement in special 
programs, from youth training to press relations, will be considered.

Trapshooting in Minnesota encompasses great individuality and diversity.  The 
Officers, therefore, may modify the letter but not the spirit of the above criteria to 
accommodate special circumstances.

To submit a candidate for either category you must complete the online form 
available at www.minnesotatrap.com.   For more information please contact  
the HOF Committee of Minnesota’s ATA Delegate and Alternate Delegates.
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PAST PRESIDENTS 
MINNESOTA TRAP SHOOTING ASSOCIATION
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PAST PRESIDENTS 
MINNESOTA TRAP SHOOTING ASSOCIATION

Bruce Mathisen
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Jim Dickey, Minneapolis
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WHAT ARE THE HIGH ALL 
AROUND & THE HIGH OVER ALL 

TROPHIES?
When shooters compete in a multi-day tournament, High All Around and  
High Over All trophies may also be awarded.  Certain requirements are 
necessary to participate in each and are as follows:

HIGH OVER ALL (HOA):  This Championship is based on the combined 
score of all targets in a program.  At the 2013 Minnesota State Shoot the 
High Over All competition includes every event from Wednesday’s Singles 
to Sunday’s Handicap Championship (Events 4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,&14).  
The Diamond Badge event is NOT part of the High Over All.  Last year’s 
winner was Scott Gens (Vernon Center) with a total score of 1079x1100.

HIGH ALL AROUND (HAA):  This Championship is based on the 
combined score of all targets in the three Championship Events at the 
2013 Minnesota State Shoot (Events 11,12,14).  Last year’s winner was 
Scott Gens (Vernon Center) with a total score of 393x400.

Both HOA and HOA Championships are awarded in multiple categories 
and classes.  

Jim Heckroth, Newfolden
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We Need Your Help!
The MTA is searching for historic pictures, data, and information that will 
help us create a complete history of trapshooting in Minnesota.

If you have any information or pictures you would like to share, please 
forward a digital image to mta.secretary@me.com or a hard copy to MTA, 
PO Box 292, Buffalo, MN  55313.  You will receive full credit for your 
submission.

In addition, if you are aware of winners in any of the previous Championship 
categories who are NOT listed, please email mta.secretary@me.com.  Every  
effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this booklet and we 
apologize for any errors or omissions.  

Craig Hall, West Concord


